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Educators enrolled in the UTeach Foundations of Blended Learning professional development 
course take four modules. We selected a few of their assignments to give you a sense of what 
they are learning. All educators gave us permission to share their work products.  

Module 3 Tools and Strategies for Managing a Blended Learning 
Environment 

Assignment: Develop a 5E Differentiated Blended Lesson Plan 

In this assignment, educators synthesize what they have learned from the literature to create a 
lesson plan that differentiates content, process, or product. The lesson plan should make 
accommodations according to student readiness, interest, and learning profile, and include 
elements of differentiation throughout each stage of the 5E learning cycle.  Assessment should be 
embedded throughout each phase of the lesson. 

The following 5E Differentiated Blended Lesson Plans were created by educators taking the 
Foundations of Blended Learning course: 

• Sarah Hudson, 6th-Grade Social Sciences Teacher, Advanced Learning Academy, San Antonio ISD, 
Texas [page 2] 

• Amy Noblitt, 10th-Grade English Teacher, CTE Early College High School, Galena Park ISD, Texas 
[page 5] 

 

  

https://pd.uteach.utexas.edu/blended-learning
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Sarah Hudson, 6th-Grade Social Sciences Teacher, Advanced Learning Academy, San 
Antonio ISD, Texas 

Sarah Hudson, a 6th grade social sciences teacher from San Antonio ISD, demonstrates her exemplary 
skills as a designer in this well-resourced and collaborative 5E lesson that serves to introduce blended 
learning to her students using blended learning tools and practices! Stephanie’s approach goes 
beyond a simple integration of technology integration, as she creates a balance of teacher-facilitated 
and student-centered elements that encourage students to explore and collaborate as they work 
towards answering the driving question: What is Blended Learning and how can we create a Blended 
Learning environment that suits our needs?  

Sarah’s lesson plan serves not only to model a successful 5E lesson plan, but also present a smart 
incorporation of instructional videos, visual examples, and ways for students to share work products 
using choice and online platforms. Sarah’s primary roles as designer and ultimately, facilitator of this 
interactive lesson, are essential to the success of this lesson in helping her students understand what 
blended learning will look like in their classroom and in guiding them to work both independently and 
collaboratively to build lasting learning and understanding. We hope that you will enjoy this exemplar 
blended 5E lesson plan with embedded choice board! 

 

Materials/Technology: 

Internet 
Phones (if available) 
Computers 
Headphones 
Pencils 
Blended Learning Station 
Sheet 
Posterboard 
Markers 

TEKS: 

6.6B: Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-
effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, 
making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions. 
 

Teaching Tolerance Standards: 

Diversity 5: I interact with people who are different and similar to me, and I show 
respect to all. 

Lesson Objective(s): 

Students will learn about Blended Learning and will help develop ideas regarding how it can be used in our 6th 
grade Social Science classroom.   
 

Driving Question: 

What is Blended Learning and how can we create a Blended Learning environment that suits our needs? 

Differentiation Strategies: 

★ Small groups 

★ Icons to represent activities and levels 
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★ Sentence stems to aide with conversations  

★ Fill-in-the-blank notes for certain learners 
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ENGAGEMENT 
How will students’ interests be captured? 

What the Student does What the Teacher does What probing 
questions will you ask?   

What technology could be 
used to enhance 
engagement? 

★ Generate a list of info 
they need to know in 
order to be able to 
answer the Driving 
Question. (Small 
Group) 

★ Generate a list of 
words they would like 
to feel when learning. 
(Individual) 

★ Lists are shared 
(whole group) 

★ Write the list of 
Need to Knows on 
the board. 

★ Create a Wordle - a 
collage of student 
wishes for how 
they wish to feel 
when learning. 

★ What information 
do you need in 
order to be able to 
answer our Driving 
Question? 

★ “How do you want 
to feel when 
learning at 
school?” 

★ Phones or Computers: 

★ Word Generator - 
Mentimeter  

 

EXPLORATION 
What hands-on activities will students be doing? 

What the Student does What the Teacher does What “big idea” 
conceptual questions 
can be used to 
encourage and/or focus 
students? 

What technology could be 
used to enhance exploration 
of the learning objectives? 

★ Students choose from 
a variety of videos and 
go on virtual tours to 
explore the meaning 
of Blended Learning 
and what it looks like 
in a classroom. 

★ Choice Board of 
Resources 

★ Teacher monitors 
and checks in with 
students, checking 
in with students as 
they explore. 

★ What do you notice 
about how Blended 
Learning might be 
able to suit our 
class’ needs? 

★ What aspects of 
Blended Learning 
support how we 
want to feel at 

★ Blended Learning Choice 
Board 

★ Computers & 
Headphones 

★ Videos 

★ Virtual Tours 

https://www.mentimeter.com/features/word-cloud
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dTQ5rWv8Knb4Quv6M0gTR81QasObHUSXpqwbJU9ovdA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dTQ5rWv8Knb4Quv6M0gTR81QasObHUSXpqwbJU9ovdA/edit?usp=sharing
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school? 
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EXPLANATION 
How will students connect their exploration to the objective? 

What the Student does What the Teacher does What higher-order 
thinking questions can 
be used to help 
students connect their 
exploration to the 
concepts? 

What technology could be 
used to encourage students 
to share findings / 
understanding? 

★ Students work in small 
groups to gather their 
ideas on small poster 
boards, separated into 
4 parts.  Students 
attempt to answer the 
4 questions that are 
listed to the right as 
they generate ideas 
for our Blended 
Learning Classroom. 

★  

★ Students can refer 
back to the Choice 
Board for reference or 
they can look at the, 
“Need to Know” board 
to find answers to 
questions they 
generated earlier in 
the lesson. 

★ Teacher monitors 
and checks in with 
students.  Teacher 
pulls small groups 
aside to check for 
understanding and 
guide thinking if 
needed. 

★ What do you notice 
about how Blended 
Learning might be 
able to suit our 
class’ needs? 

★ What aspects of 
Blended Learning 
support how we 
want to feel at 
school? 

★ What rules, 
procedures, or 
routines could we 
create to run a 
successful Blended 
classroom? 

★ What problems do 
you think might 
arise in a Blended 
Classroom and 
what are some 
suggestions for 
overcoming those 
problems? 

★ Students can refer back 
to the Blended Learning 
Choice Board, but this 
station is primarily 
hands-on. 

★ Posters 

★ Markers 

 

ELABORATION 
How will students develop a more sophisticated understanding of the concept? 
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What the Student does What the Teacher does What vocabulary will 
be introduced and how 
will it connect to 
students’ observations?  
How is this knowledge 
applied in our daily 
lives? 

What technology could be 
used to enhance 
elaboration? 

★ In their small groups, 
students generate 4 
sentences to describe 
what they understand 
about the following 4 
terms and how they 
think we should 
engage in Blended 
Learning in our Social 
Science classroom. 

★ Teacher monitors 
and checks in with 
students.  Teacher 
pulls small groups 
aside to check for 
understanding and 
guide thinking if 
needed. 

★ Blended Learning 

★ Personalized 
Learning 

★ Data Tracker 

★ Blended Learner 
Expectations 

★ No technology will be 
used in this section.  
Students will access the 
definitions on the Word 
Wall. 

★ If space becomes an 
issue, I can create a 
digital word wall and 
students can utilize their 
computers to access 
that! 

 

EVALUATION 
How will students demonstrate that they have achieved the lesson objective? 

What the Student does What the Teacher does What probing 
questions will you ask?  
What answers will 
students give? 

What technology could be 
used to evaluate students 
DURING or at THE END of the 
lesson? 

★ Students will present 
their poster and 
sentences on Flipgrid 
for feedback!  They 
will make suggestions 
about what we should 
do in our Blended 
Learning classroom 
and how it will 
support our needs as 
learners.  Students will 
record in their small 
groups. 

★ Teacher monitors 
and checks in with 
students.  Teacher 
pulls small groups 
aside to check for 
understanding and 
guide thinking if 
needed. 

★ What parts of 
Blended Learning 
will help us create 
the classroom that 
will best suit our 
needs? 

★ What ideas do you 
have about 
creating a suitable 
Blended Learning 
classroom 
environment? 

★ Students will post their 
video on Flipgrid.  
Students will give 
feedback to one another 
and I will also evaluate 
what students share.  A 
rubric will be used to 
evaluate each student’s 
speaking part. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UnkHuhHftYaccQuA0izC1u7ik61x5ZvI6grGtTXVMd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UnkHuhHftYaccQuA0izC1u7ik61x5ZvI6grGtTXVMd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mYLlD8DrlDlLHnF_yv5pDqnvolQeu2N43cqV0KR3EKY/edit?usp=sharing
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Amy Noblitt, 10th-Grade English Teacher, CTE Early College High School, Galena Park ISD, 
Texas 

In this exemplary Blended 5E Lesson Plan, Amy Noblitt showcases her skills as a designer using the 5Es 
to organize the lesson experience, encouraging student interaction with both online materials and 
with each other, and embedding accountability and active learning throughout the lesson. Amy's 
Padlet breaks down the lesson into the 5Es: Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate and Evaluate, and she 
outlines detailed instructions and defines clear student expectations for each of these lesson 
elements. Amy has included some scaffolding considerations in the form of sentence stems, peer 
support, and technology accommodations, creating a lesson in which mastery is achievable for all 
levels of learner. Amy embraces the use of technology platforms like Padlet, Kami, StudySync and 
Google Docs to keep students fully engaged. We're excited to see a secondary ELAR teacher making 
such high use of online platforms to go beyond a simple organizational structure and to fully immerse 
students in active learning. 

Subject area / course / grade level: English II, 10th grade 

Materials/Technology: 

• Padlet 

• Google Docs 

• Kami PDF annotating tool 

• StudySync 

TEKS/SEs: 5(E), 2(A), 2(B), 4(F), 5(C), 6(D) 

Lesson objective(s): The students will practice interacting with texts as a method to help deal with difficult 
texts by using annotating and answering questions as they read. 

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs:  

• Sentence stems to help emerging readers/writers 

• Peer to peer support 

• Text to voice capability with Kami 

ENGAGEMENT 

• Students will begin by answering the following question using the following Padlet, which will be 
used throughout the lesson. “How will the concepts you're learning in school today help you later 
in life?” 

• To help students who need practice writing using complete sentences, I will give them a sentence 
stem they can use as well. “Concepts like _______ will help me later in life by __________ , which 
will also help me ________.” 

• I may also have them do this straight into the StudySync Blast it came from. 
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What technology could be used to enhance engagement?  

• Padlet and/or Studysync 

EXPLORATION 

Using the same Padlet, the teacher will have the students read the StudySync Blast for “The 
Refusal” to help them explore simple annotations using Google Docs and Padlet. 

The students will: 

• Read the following article. 

• Highlight anything green that backed up your answer in the Engage section. 

• Highlight anything yellow that you disagrees with your opinion. 

• Share your findings below. 

• Sentence stem: My opinion that _______________ is backed up in the sentence, but I disagree 
where it says, ______________, because________. 

What technology could be used to enhance exploration of the learning objectives? 

 

EXPLANATION 

The teacher will demonstrate how to interact with texts by interacting with the first part of “The 
Refusal” while students mimic the teacher using Kami. (When they click the link, it should make a 
copy for the student. They may have to sign-in using Google first.) 

• See the Padlet for more details. 

After the teacher has finished demonstrating, the students will do the following in the Explain 
column: 

• Answer the following below, how can annotating or interacting with the text help you in areas 
other than English class? 

What technology could be used to encourage students to share findings/understanding? 

  

ELABORATION 

During Elaboration, the students will move on to “we do”, by working on page 2 with their partner. 

Here are the directions from the Padlet:  

• With your partner, read and annotate the second page of the story.  

• Be sure to answer the questions over to the side on your own copy of "The Refusal" as you go 
along.  

• Let me know when you and your partner have completed the page by putting your Chromebooks in 
"alligator mode".  
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After they have completed this activity, they will give feedback below the instructions in the 
Elaborate column:  

After you are done with page 2: 

• Answer the following below, what speed bumps did you and your partner come across while 
reading and annotating page 2.  

• Don't forget to put your name to receive credit. 

What technology could be used to enhance elaboration? 

 

EVALUATION 

The students will complete the annotation and answer the rest of the questions on “The Refusal” to 
be graded by their teacher. 

• To help take it to the next level, the students can use their answers on the Kami version of the story 
to answer the multiple choice questions on StudySync. This will give them the opportunity to see if 
any of the MC questions match their own answers. This is a test taking strategy they can use later. 

Once they have completed the assignment, they will turn it in to Classroom for their teacher to give 
them feedback. 

The teacher will use this assignment during the next class to show them how to keep track of their 
TEKS data using the data tracking form I created for Unit 1. 

What technology could be used to evaluate students during or at the end of the lesson? 

Kami, StudySync 

For more information and to discuss your professional development needs, 
please contact: 

Jackie Burniske 

Director for K–12 Initiatives 

UTeach Professional Development 

512-471-0384  
pdinfo@uteach.utexas.edu 

  

The University of Texas at Austin 

103 W 24th Street, Austin, TX  78712-1255 

uteachpd.org | uteach.utexas.edu 

  

mailto:pdinfo@uteach.utexas.edu
https://pd.uteach.utexas.edu/
https://uteach.utexas.edu/
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We prepare teachers. They change the world. 

#uteachpd  #uteachnation 
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